ENER-G League Circular January 2012 
Guy Millington (1942-2011)  Guy who played and umpired for Derby Hockey Club where he was fixture secretary for 14 years died on 19th December.  He had been a friend and colleague on the league committee for 19 years.  Clubs, particularly those Guy worked with as Divisional Secretary for East Midland Division 2 or represented on behalf of Derbyshire C.H.A might care to make a donation to “British Heart Foundation”.  Details are on our website in “News and Views”.
I hope the information and advice in this circular will be helpful to you.
Dates for your Diary

31st January 

Deadline for transfers.  Some that have been started in January may be finished after this date if there is a delay in the arrival of the B Form – which is usually caused by a dispute between the player and the club he is leaving over subs, fees, kit return etc, or if under rule 9.3.b the player has to miss two league matches.

I am currently (as of 15th Jan) waiting for the following clubs to send me: 

Derwent B form to complete the transfer of Rob Arnsby to Derby Asterdale

Khalsa B form to complete the transfer of Darshane Theara to Cannock

Nottingham B form to complete the transfer of Graham O’Keeffe to Boots
Stone Fee and A form to transfer Matt Ayling from Olton and West Warwicks

Look out for completion of transfers on league website “Clubs Plus”---transfers.

4th February and 24th March
Red and yellow card reviews of every team after 15 and 22 weeks.  The review after 7 weeks saw a slight rise in the number of yellows compared with last year.  Four teams had one point deducted for collecting yellow cards at the rate of one or more cards per match matches and 10 teams were sent warning letters to improve.
1st April

Deadline for return of application form (enclosed) if your club wishes to enter a new team in the league for 2012/13.  NB you do not have to apply for your existing league sides.

17th April.  League Committee meeting.  This will consider new applications; set affiliation fees; handbook prices etc. 

16th May

Midland RHA A. G. M (3rd Wednesday in May).  All MRHA clubs are required to hold their AGMs before that date.

1st June
I believe that starting on 18th April after our league committee meeting I can post on 21st April to every club secretary (ie yourself at the address on this envelope) invoices for fees and handbooks plus 2 pro formas for your club details which should be returned by 1st June some five weeks later.
The penalty for not paying the invoice or returning the two club proformas by 1st June is a £50 fine which is sent out immediately with notice that by missing the second deadline of 20th June it would be increased to £100.  Warnings are also published on pages 82, 101, 112 and 133 of the league handbook.  I seem to spend my summers chasing up club’s details for the handbook and I have now adopted a policy of zero tolerance re late returns.
1st week in July Our 2012/2013 fixtures published on the league website. That is after we have sorted out our own promotions and relegations then made adjustments to the First Team League if any Midland clubs have been relegated from the England Hockey League in their play offs (see Handbook page 18) and finally sorted out our East/West and North West/South West splits.

1st week in September.  Distribution either by counties or by parcel post of 2012/13 League handbook to the address of your club secretary or in the case of the Universities to your Athletic Union Office.

League dates 2012/13.  (The same Saturdays as 2011/12).

Autumn 1st X1 Premier only.  15th September to 24th November 2012.  This is due to Indoor Hockey in December having priority for our senior umpires.

All other Divisions  29th September to 8th December 2012.

Spring All Divisions  12th January to 23rd March 2013.

Money Matters.  You might check with your club treasurer that your club’s affiliation fees to England Hockey and your County Hockey Association have been paid and that your members have paid/are paying their subscription and match tax.  Often in September a player wishes to move clubs and the transfer is rightly blocked because he still owes money from the previous season although this has become less of a problem in recent years.

Benches(a repeat from last year’s circular).  These are for manager, coach, physio and players listed on the team sheet for that match.  I attended a match (not a league match) where the away dugout was fine but the home dugout filled up with wives/partners and some very young children, (ever sat in a dugout when a misdirected hit comes crashing in?) then a couple of former players arrived and the subs spilled out along the touch line, obscuring the view of the spectators who were watching from outside the cage.  Not too impressed by the club or the umpires who allowed this.  MRHUA have asked the league to draw this to your attention.

Rearrangement  This time last year we had endured weeks of frozen pitches and it required a huge effort by clubs and in particular their match/fixture secretaries and umpires both club and association who turned out on Saturdays and Sundays to complete our programme.  Hopefully we will have a clear run this year but if there are postponements please remember if it’s the 1st X1 inform Russells and your umpire’s association’s appointment officer and your appointed umpires.  Player availability may not be plentiful for the Sunday of a double header so remember to promote from below.

Finally from the league committee meeting in November I was asked to remind you to consider the travelling time of your opposition when arranging your home start times and the mutual respect there should be between players and umpires.
Best wishes

Peter Cranswick (Hon Sec)

