ENER-G Hockey League
Circular September 2011 

Dates.  There are two big dates marked on my calendar: –

24th April.  Send league’s invoices and handbook pro-formas to club secretaries (ie you at the address on this envelope unless you inform me of a change).

1st June.  Deadline for payment and return of pro-formas.

Transfers. 

Players from outside MRHA who played in another league last year do not need a transfer.  Players from outside MRHA who have played in another league this season – please e mail me 7 days before he becomes available.

A player from another MRHA club who played last season or this in the ENER-G League or EHL needs a transfer.

A player from say Stourport who goes to Birmingham University does not need a transfer to play for the university.  After 3 years when he leaves university he is a free agent and can join any MRHA club without a transfer.
A player at university who has played for the university in his first year and now wants to join a local club while still at university must transfer.  That way the university would be able to recover any monies owed etc which is the whole point of the transfer system as it prevents players from leaving clubs still owing subs, match fees etc.  Transfers are put up on the website in “Clubs Plus” – Transfers 2011.  If he is there he can play, if not he cannot.

Texting Results.  I have been asked to include this in the circular
All 2nd, 3rd, and Central sides are reminded that the texting of results is again mandatory 
for all HOME games this season. Please be aware that the individual club codes used to submit your result may well have changed with the new league programme this year - so teams are advised to check their code on the website before posting their first entry. 
Go to  www.mrha.co.uk - select Clubs Plus – find your club name in the dropdown - 

then click on the 'Which Team Plays Where' option under the Show Club Details button. 
All codes consist of 5 numerical digits and a single CAPITAL LETTER.

Full details of texting are listed on the website under the Rules button, and in the League

Handbook on Page 27.
At the league meeting with Divisional Secretaries and Full Committee on September 6th we had time for debate –something usually not possible at the Nov, Feb and April meetings.  The matters raised were: -

League Handbooks.  Although the sponsors place more emphasis on the league’s website (a quarter of a million hits before the first matches), it was felt that the efforts of half a dozen of us was worthwhile and we would keep it.  I hope you like the 2011/12 edition.  Please send any updates, additions, corrections etc to me and we will put them up in “News and Views” on our website.  I asked clubs to supply photos – most of those that were sent have been published, so when your members ask why there are so many pictures of Nuneaton H C and none of yours, it is because Nuneaton always sent plenty of photos and your club did not.
Central League Midland Premier Division.  We debated pan Midland travelling for fourth and some fifth teams to possible early and late starts.  It was felt that the majority of Central League teams would want to keep Midland Premier Division to play in or aspire to.

Red/Yellow Card Reviews after 7, 15 and 22 weeks.  The request for this comes from MRHA Council but after 14 seasons it is very much part of our league.  If your team is collecting yellow cards at or approaching 1 per match or double the average of the other teams in your division, it risks having point(s) deducted.  Please take this as a “warning” letter.
Promotion/Relegation at the pyramid.  Where the leagues split into East and West ie bottom of First Team Midland Division 1 there are four teams relegated and two promoted from EM Prem and WM Prem.  Last season because two Midland teams were relegated from EHL it resulted in five teams being relegated.  Some colleagues wondered if it should be reduced to 2 relegations from Midland Div 1 and only one promotion from EM Prem and WM Prem.  My colleague Chris Forde is going to undertake a survey.  We will not change the rule this season.
Benches  If your pitch does not have a cage or barrier to separate the spectators from the playing area send the “benches” (subs, managers, coaches, kit etc) to the opposite touchline from the spectators.  Trust me they will benefit from this, it is done in the EHL and is required at matches at the Dell Stadium. 
Hail and Farewell.  The League Committee welcomed two new members – Martin Wilkes representing Northants CHA and Dick Simmonds taking over the Second Team League East Midland Division 2 from Andy Nix.  Among the handbook returns I noticed the retirements of a pair of long serving Staffordshire club secretaries.  Thank you for all your efforts Ray Basnett 18 seasons at Stone since 1993/4 season and Tim Gray, 28 seasons as Barlaston’s secretary, plus another 10 years as Club Chairman.  Barlaston and Stone, you are very fortunate to have such loyal and long serving members.
Please make a note of 24th April and 1st June.
I hope you have a good season

Peter Cranswick

(Hon Sec)
